A first land snail survey in the Gebel Elba massif in southeastern Egypt revealed the occurrence of just two taxa, Pupoides coenopictus and a second pupilloid species, probably a Truncatellina species.
INTRODUCTION
Gebel Elba is an igneous massif in southeastern Egypt, near the boundary with Sudan and approximately 20 km west of the Red Sea. This region is of special biogeographic interest because it is close to the border of the Palaearctic and Ethiopian regions and the proportion of Palaearctic and Ethiopian elements in this area has yet to be determined. The Gebel Elba massif and the area around it were declared a nature reserve in 1986 as Gebel Elba National Park. The climatic conditions in Gebel Elba are unique because the peaks, which rise to a maximum elevation of 1435 m, act as dew traps, where moist air from the Red Sea condenses and creates a "mist oasis". The moisture enables the existence of a diverse flora with 458 plant species (Kassas & Zahran 1971; Abd El-Ghani & Abdel-Khalik 2006; Al-Gohary 2008) . Gebel Elba also supports a rich fauna including 36 reptile and amphibian species (Baha El Din 2006) , 36 breeding bird species (Meininger & Goodman 1996) , and 26 mammal species (Basuony et al. 2010) . Unfortunately, little is known about the invertebrate fauna of this region. Among others, 28 arachnid species (El-Hennawy 2007), 13 neuropteran species (ElHamouly & Fadl 2011) , 30 butterfly species (Gilbert & Zalat 2007; El-Gabbas & Gilbert 2016) , and 244 coleopteran species (including the Red Sea coastal region; Fadl & Hassan 1997) have been recorded. Until now, nothing was known about the occurrence of terrestrial molluscs on Gebel Elba.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
As a first contribution to the investigation of the terrestrial mollusc fauna, one of us (RFA) visited Gebel Elba on 4-5 December 2015 and studied 15 sites in valleys on the northern slopes of the mountains (Figures 1-2 ; Table  1 ). The coordinates (datum WGS 84) of the sites were determined with a GPS receiver. At each site snails were 
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Check List | www.biotaxa.org/cl Volume 13 | Issue 1 | Article 2038 2 searched for ca. 30 min (0.5 person-hour) and a litter and soil sample (1-2 L) was taken. These samples were sieved and sorted in the laboratory. Identifications were made utilizing Pilsbry (1921) and Seddon (1992) . All material was deposited in the Zoological Museum of the University of Hamburg, Germany (Table 1) .
RESULTS
No large snails were detected in the field. Only two species were found, both from the litter/soil samples (Table 1) .
Family Pupillidae
Pupoides coenopictus (Hutton, 1834) Figure 3 Pupa coenopicta Diagnosis. Shell small (3.3 to 6 mm high), elongate conicaloval, finely striated, brownish, with a strongly thickened, anteriorly flat peristome, aperture toothless except for an angular tubercle, which is separated from the insertion of the peristome.
Pupoides coenopictus is the only species of the genus occurring in northern Africa. It was found at four of the 15 sites, although unribbed shell fragments that most probably are also this species, were recovered from samples taken from two additional sites (Table 1) . Most of the shells were empty, but two specimens were collected alive.
Family Truncatellinidae
Truncatellina (?) sp. Figure 4 One apical fragment of a ribbed pupilloid species was found (Table 1) , which agrees with Truncatellina Lowe, 1852 with regard to size, form and sculpture. 
